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University of lllinois
senior gymnast Luke
Stannard became just
the third Illini to win the
prestigious Nissen-
Emery Award, an-
nounced Wednesday
night at the NCAA ban-
quet.

The award is pre-
sented annually to the
nation's top senior male
gymnast and honors ex-
cellence in gymnastics,
good sportsmanship and fair play and a high standard olasship
COACH JUSTIN SPRING AND LUKE STANNARDthroughout his collegiate career.

Stannard joins David Zeddies (1989) and current llliassociate
men's head coach Justin Spring (2006) as the only llliniriahe award since its
inception in 1966.

"It's absolutely incredible,” Stannard said. "I newade this an explicit goal of
mine, but to bring this back not only for myself, buttioe team is just incredible.
It's history. It's great to be recognized and to be ablawe something | can physi-
cally hold that embodies all the work I've put into pnegram.”

Stannard has been a significant contributor inltim®is lineup since his arrival
and has achieved much success inside the gym, specibcalpommel horse, on
which he earned both a U.S. National title and Big Tiénih 2009.

He's tallied a career-best five
events titles this season, including
one on floor and four on pommel
horse and entered the NCAAs
ranked second nationally on the
event. Outside the gym, he is a three-
time College Gymnastics Associa-
tion (CGA) All-America Scholar-
Athlete and Academic All-Big Ten
honoree.

The Nissen-Emery Award is
named in honor of George Nissen, a
three-time NCAA Champion at the
University of lowa and inventor of
the trampoline, for his contributions
to the sport, and for Dr. Bob Emery,
the 1969 recipient of the award.

Nissen recently passed away on
April 7, 2010 at the age of 96.




